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By subjecting the neighboring lands of the Kazakhs, Turkomans
'and Karakalpaki, the Khiva khanate too considerably extended its
frontiers in the beginning of the 19th century. The Khiva feudal lords
adroitly fomented inter-tribal feuds among the Turkomans. The bor-
"ders of the Bokhara khanate, on the contrary, contracted in the first
decade of the 19th century, as a result of the aggrandizement of the
Kokand and Khiva khanates.

Turkestan, which had been under the protection of Bokhara, and
many fortresses passed over to Kokand. Some Turkoman domains
passed over to Khiva. In spite of its political weakness, Bokhara
still continued to play a prominent economic role in the middle of
the 19th century. The mass of the handicraftsmen lived in Bokhara, and
their cotton and silk wares competed successfully with all other cities.

The class structure and administration of the various khanates
were similar. They were headed by the Uzbek feudal lords and the
higher Mussulman clergy. The latter did not cultivate their lands but
leased them, out to peasants on share-cropping terms. The main pro-
ducers were the peasants who engaged in agriculture and cattle rais-
ing. Water supply, without which land in Central Asia is valueless,
played an exceptional role in the economy. If any one irrigated for-
mer "dead" lands, these lands became his property.

The Kazakhs in the Second Quarter of the 19th Century. The
territory of. modern Kazakhstan was inhabited in the first half of
the 19th century by three states, known as the Small, Medium and
Great Hordes.

The Small and Medium Hordes had become subjects of Russia in
the first half of the 18th century, and the colonization of this region
began in the twenties of the 19th century. Tsarism founded a number
of forts in the Kazakh steppes as a means of keeping the Kazakhs in
subordination, and commencing its conquest of the states of Central
Asia.

In 1835-1837 V.A. Perovsky, governor-general of Orenburg, started
the construction of a line of forts between Orsk 'and Troitsk, alienat-
ing for this purpose an area of 10,000 sq. km. rich in pastures, rivers
and forests. The Kazakhs were pushed out to poorer lands, and the
right to graze in the districts of the fort area was restricted. This creat-
ed bitter feeling among the Kazakhs, who began to prepare for an
armed struggle against the tsarist colonizers.

To reduce the resistance of the Kazakh people, tsarism had,
during the reign of Paul I, carved out of the Small Horde the pastoral
lands of Bukei Khan and founded a separate Bukei khanate, subor-
dinate to tsarist Russia. Part of the Caspian coast where the pastoral
lands of the Kazakhs of the Bukei khanate were located, were pro-
claimed the property of Russian landlords. The latter exacted
exorbitant rents from the Kazakhs for the use of the pasture lands,